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Village of Bartonville Council Meeting Minutes 
June 24, 2019 6:00 p.m. 

  

Mayor Ricca called the June 24, 2019 Board of Trustees meeting to order at 6 p.m. with roll call. 
Present: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Hoopingarner, and Lawless. 
Absent: None.                                                 Quorum present. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Trustees Donley and Hoopingarner motioned for the approval of the June 10,2019 Board 

Minutes and Communications. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Hoopingarner, and Lawless. 
Absent: None.                                                 Motion passed. 

 

Trustees Lawless and Donley motioned for the approval of the payments for the expenditures 

and any supplementals. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Hoopingarner, and Lawless. 
Absent: None. .                                              Motion passed. 
  

VISITORS 
Sheryl Dingman and Dakota Conover on behalf of Stone Country were present to discuss 

"Summer of 309" to be held July 27, 2019. Dakota explained that all assets from the event go to 

the LCHS choir and many attendees are 18-21 years old which generates 1/3 or the proceeds. 
Mayor Ricca explained that when the new owners took over, they were told that there would be 

no 21 and under events approved. It was not meant to single out the establishment or the High 

School and thought it was a great program but if there were to be under 21-year old’s, there 

would be no alcohol. 
The two events that had been approved for the new owner were only done so because they were 

approved prior to the sale of the establishment. Sheryl questioned if the performing artists were 

under 21 if they could be present and have all attendees over 21 with alcohol. Mayor Ricca stated 

that would be okay. 
Trustee Zachman questioned if the event would have security and it was stated they would have 

4 or 5 of their own handling it. 
Mayor Ricca requested the visitors contact him as he would think it over. Sheryl thanked Mayor 

Ricca and assured him that they are all good kids and they have never had any issues in the last 3 

events. 
  

MAYOR 
Mayor Ricca spoke of Governor J.B. Pritzker signing a bill this weekend that the Mayor believed 

told local law enforcement agencies they couldn’t cooperate with U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, or ICE. Mayor Ricca stated that he didn’t agree with this and questioned Chief 

Fengel on how to handle this. Chief Fengel agreed with the Mayor and spoke of a bill signing at 

the same time frame that said there could be no privately-owned detention centers in Illinois. 

Chief Fengal stated that we have always cooperated with the Federal Government and would 

look into the bills. Trustee Carroll mentioned that a lot of this has to do with Chicago being a 

sanctuary city. 
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Police Chief Fengel reported that the department did receive the $50,000.00 grant for the 

license plate reader. Mayor Ricca asked what the yearly fees and system maintenance costs 

would be. Chief Fengel said he wasn’t sure yet, but the grant is yearly and can be applied for 

every year to assist with those costs. Chief Fengel stated that he spoke with the DEA in St. Louis 

and they will allow the Village to hook into their system. 

 
The Police Department held a test on June 1, 2019 at LCHS for 20 applicants and the Fire and 

Police Commission are getting ready for interviews to get the Department list established. 
The new stop light phone system was installed at the PSAP building. Chief Cheatham said it was 

to go along with the new phone system being installed here and at the Peoria Dispatch center. It 

was stated that once people learn what the light colors mean it will help them to know if the 

dispatcher is available to be spoken with. Chief Cheatham stated that the full phone system will 

be completely installed by the end of July. The Trustees were invited to come over and see how 

it works. Trustee Hoopingarner stated he was able to witness it today. 
Mayor Ricca thanked Chief Fengel and also thanked the Auxiliary Police for saving the Village 

$437.50 last month. 
NAACP and Illinois Chiefs of Police Association will be having a summit at the Pere Marquette 

in Peoria on June 27, 2019 from 12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton has been 

working with the Chiefs Association for the 10 shared principals. The Village of Bartonville was 

one of the first communities to share these principals. Over 100 people will be attending this 

meeting and Chief Fengel invited the Board to attend. 

 
VILLAGE CLERK 

Trustees Donley and Lawless motioned for the approval of closed session pursuant to Section 

2(c)(1) of the Open Meetings Act, to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, 

discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the Village or legal counsel for the 

Village and 2(c)(2) to discuss collective negotiating matters. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Hoopingarner, and Lawless. 
Absent: None.                                             Motion passed. 
  

  
 

 

TRUSTEE REPORTS 
Trustees Donley made the motion to fill a Police officer vacancy, Mayor Ricca clarified that it 

was for the Lopez position that had been vacant for four or five years. Trustee Hoppingarner 

questioned if this was the reason we were going into executive session and it was stated by 

Mayor Ricca that it was not and we didn’t need an executive session for this matter, it had been 

approved at committee level and was in the budget. Trustee Zachman inquired when it was 

approved in committee. Mayor Ricca and Trustee Hoopingarner stated it was in the budget for 

last year. Trustee Zachman asked how we knew we were going to hire last year and disagreed 

with Mayor Ricca’s response that it was agreed in committee. 

 
Trustee Zachman referred to minutes and stated that it was agreed to hire one officer and review 

the budget for any future hiring and that we gave permission for hiring Miller and one off the 

list. Trustee Zachman felt that this request would be for a third hire. Mayor Ricca stated that we 

had Kerrn retire, Lopez and Egan were both gone. Trustee Zachman expressed concern of how 
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they will pay for another officer being that the new budget hasn’t been approved and they had 

lowered taxes. 
Mayor Ricca stated that the overtime that was being incurred by not having another officer was 

more costly than hiring one. 

 
Salary costs for a first-year officer were clarified as being $45,000 plus $8,000 to $12,000 in 

fringes by Trustee Lawless. Trustee Lawless also clarified that not all the overtime would go 

away with another hire. 

 
Chief Fengel explained that the hiring would take 6 months to a year for someone whom needed 

training and he was just looking for the ok to get the process started, they had one lateral that had 

to go through the background first and that would be for the other position that was approved. 
Trustee Hoopingarner stated that the money was in the budget for years because of the 

uncertainty of Lopez's status. Trustee Donley wanted clarification that the money needed for this 

position wasn't in addition to the budget and that Chief Fengel had been asked to wait for nearly 

five years, Chief Fengel affirmed. 

 
Trustee Zachman stated that Chief Fengel was doing his job to fill positions but he wanted to 

make sure that if the Board gave the okay to hire, they wouldn't go back latter to the department 

heads and tell them to make cuts. Trustee Zachman doesn't believe the money is in the budget for 

this and knowing that cuts need to be made they were adding to the problem. Trustee 

Hoopingarner disagreed and felt the money has been there since Lopez left. 

 
$582,000 was budgeted for officers’ salaries and $504,000.00 was spent. $73,000 was budgeted 

for overtime and $79,418 was spent. Mayor Ricca stated that with another officer the Village 

would have spent less money on overtime. 

 
Trustee Hoopingarner stated that even with hiring another officer, it will not mean we have to 

raise taxes. Trustee Zachman reiterated that he would not request the departments make cuts and 

was trying to be fiscally responsible. 

 
Trustee Lawless explained that the Board previously agreeing with the Police department 

needing to have two officers on shift at all times made some shifts short a person and these shifts 

that were covered using overtime and this would decrease the overtime. Trustee Zachman 

agreed and stated that he was the one that started the dialog for two officers per shift because he 

wants the officers safe. Trustee Lawless related to Drew's concerns but felt we couldn't 

compromise the safety of the community. 

 
It was stated that with this new hire it would make 9 full time officers. 

 
Chief Fengel stated that currently there were 1,224 hours of vacation time and 320 personal 

hours, and 107 hours in accumulated time, approximately 185 shifts to fill. This does not include 

mandated training time or sick time. 

 
Trustee Hoopingarner expressed his desire for the department to hire laterally if possible. 
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Mayor Ricca felt it was a burden on the officers to not have an additional officer to cover these 

hours. 
Trustee Hoopingarner asked Chief Fengel if this would give him 9 patrolmen, 3 per shift and 

Chief Fengel nodded his head yes. Trustee Hoopingarner then explained that Chief Fengel and 

Deputy Chief Segree couldn't work as patrol because it is a union protected job, just as the Board 

couldn’t ask Randy to plow the streets and take away hours from a union employee because they 

could grieve it and we would have to pay them 8 hours at overtime rate. Deputy Segree is used 

for back up and placed wherever Chief Fengel needs him as a supervisor. 

 
Trustee Lawless reflected to the last audit being positive and hoping this next audit would reveal 

a close to balanced budget. 
Chief Fengel is just wanting the go ahead to plan by getting together a list sometime at the first 

August and work on getting someone hired. 

 
Trustee Zachman stated that he didn't want to get someone hired and then have to layoff because 

he voted without knowing what the budget would be. Mayor Ricca stated that we would have 

hard numbers before Chief Fengel had a chance to hire an officer. Trustee Zachman stated 

he would not vote for hiring someone with out the numbers. Trustee Carroll asked why the 

matter couldn't be tabled until hard numbers were received but still give Chief the opportunity to 

get the list together. Trustee Carroll didn't want to give the officers false hope by saying yes to a 

new hire and then have to rescind due to budgetary issues. 

 
Mayor Ricca reminded the Board that Trustee Donley had made a motion and requested a 

second. Trustee Hoopingarner seconded Trustee Donley's motion to fill a Police officer vacancy. 
 

Overtime versus officer salary budget was mentioned again and Chief Fengel pointed out that the 

department has been very frugal with the overtime so as to not fill every shift. He was doing the 

best he could with what he had. Trustee Lawless questioned Chief regarding the list process and 

if any promises had been made and if Chief could come back to the Board after the list had been 

made.  

Chief Fengel said that to compile the list there still needed to be interviews by the Police and Fire 

commission which were being done next month.  

 

Chief Fengel was looking to have the numbers in and a list compiled by the first of August. It 

could take six months after the compilation of that list to get an officer through training 

and started. 

 
Trustee Zachman made a substitute motion to table the original motion until appropriate budget 

numbers were obtained. Trustee Carroll seconded Trustee Zachmans’s motion. 

 
Tabling the matter was stated to not be a problem for Chief as he already had Board permission 

to compile a list for candidates. 
Ayes: Trustees Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, and Lawless. 
Nays: Trustees Donley and Hoopingarner.               Substitute Motion passed. 
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Trustees Donley and Zachman motioned to approve the LCHS School Resource Officer 2019-

2020 agreement. 
Trustee Leibach questioned if the contract was similar to last years. It was said that LCHS would 

be paying any costs associated now with the officer- wage, training, clothing and fringe. Steve 

Garner, retired Peoria police officer was approved by the Board and started two weeks prior to 

school being out for the summer. Trustee Lawless asked Chief Fengel if Limestone had picked 

up the double hours incurred during Officer Garner's training. Chief Fengel stated that he had 

billed the school. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Hoopingarner, and Lawless. 

Absent: None.                                       .                  Motion passed. 

 

Trustee Zachman set an Ordinance committee meeting on Tuesday, July 9, 2019 for landlord 

registration ordinance, review towing policies, driveway dustless surface, and knox boxes. 
Trustee Lawless requested that the Bartonville Grade School crosswalk be placed on the next 

meeting agenda with the intent to approve prep-work. It was the intent of the Board to approve 

Randy doing the prep-work needed for the project. 

 
Trustee Lawless wanted to take a pole to see if the Board was still interested in obtaining bids for 

unified Garbage pick up. The need for appropriation, levy and possible referendum was 

mentioned. This matter will be placed on the July 9, 2019 Ordinance committee meeting. It was 

suggested that individuals related to garbage management be contacted and invited to attend. 
Trustee Leibach relayed that he received a call from a resident (Gulf Stream, Hialeah area) 

questioning the 25mph speed limit. There are no sidewalks and parking on both sides of the 

street is allowed. Trustee Donley requested the radar trailer be placed there, Chief 

Fengel requested Public Works assistance with moving it.  

 

There is a blanket speed limit in the Village of 25 mph. Matter to be moved to 7/9/19 committee 

meeting. 

 
Meeting moved to executive session at 6:56 p.m. 

 
Mayor Ricca called the meeting back to regular order at 7:17 p.m. with roll call. 
Present: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Hoopingarner, and Lawless. 

Absent: None.                                                Quorum present. 

 
Only collective negotiating matters pursuant to Section 2(c)(2) of the Open Meetings Act were 

discussed in the June 24, 2019 Executive Session meeting. 

 
With no new business being brought before the Board, meeting adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 

Michelle Carr-Bruce, Village Clerk  

 

  

 


