
 Village of Bartonville Council Meeting Minutes 
October 26, 2020 6:00 p.m. 

Mayor Ricca called the October 26, 2020 Board of Trustees meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. with roll call. 

Present: Trustees Donley, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Absent: Trustees Leibach, Hoopingarner, and Lawless.   Quorum present with Mayor. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Trustee Leibach entered at 6:04 p.m. 

Trustees Donley and Carroll motioned for the approval of the October 13, 2020 Board minutes and communications. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Trustees Donley and Carroll motioned for the approval of the expenditures and any supplementals. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Mayor Ricca extended his condolences to Officer Jason Howard, his family and the department regarding the loss of K-9 
Officer Nitro.  

Officer Howard explained Nitro had been ill with kennel cough that was thought to be K-9 flu in June of this year. Nitro had 
a full vet check at that time. Nitro had a bit of a cough on Thursday, which Officer Howard thought was from swallowing 
some grass. Officer Howard took Nitro to the emergency vet on Sunday because the cough had turned into a hacking cough 
and they were sent home with five different medications. By Wednesday, Nitro was not eating. On Friday, the vet 
discovered lumps in Nitro’s prostate. The x-rays revealed an aggressive cancer that had rectal tumors and fluid pushing up 
Nitro’s lungs.  
Officer Schumm commended Officer Howard on a job well done with the K-9 and thanked him for all his dedication.   

Officer Simmons gave a thank you and a hats off to Officer Howard. Cecil stated that he himself had been the K-9 Officer for 

7 years and knew how taxing the job was. 

Trustee Donley expressed her condolences to Officer Howard and his family.  

Trustee Carroll expressed his condolences on the loss of a partner as well as a family member. 

Trustee Zachman expressed condolences to the Howard family and gave a hats off to Howard. 

Trustee Leibach wished to echo the sentiments of the other trustees and thanked him for the 6 years he spent as Nitro’s 

partner.  

MAYOR 

Mayor Ricca made the October 26, 2020 Declaration of State of Emergency. 

Mayor Ricca made an Executive Order regarding COVID-19 duty crew. 

Mayor Ricca stated that he had just received the Union response regarding the Memorandum of Understanding between 

the Village of Bartonville and Police Union re: SRO and had not had a chance to look it over. The item was pulled from the 

agenda until it could be further reviewed.  



Trustees Carroll and Donley motioned to approve a closed session pursuant to 2 (c) 1 of the Open Meetings act to discuss 
the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public 
body or legal counsel for the public body. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR 

Trustees Carroll and Zachman motioned to pay police pension in the amount of $15,611.60 from the 2019 Peoria County 
tax settlement. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Trustees Donley and Carroll motioned to approve payment in the amount of $1,250.21 to Tri-County Regional Planning for 
Roadway asset management program invoices 024150 & 024092. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Trustees Carroll and Donley motioned for the approval for payment of the invoice in the amount of $142,998.00 for the 
Public Works New 2020 Freightliner M2-106 Truck. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Village Administrator Morris gave a heads up that she was getting quotes for liability and workers comp insurance policies. 

Joy stated that she would rather be proactive then reactive and requested an insurance meeting be set.  Trustee Zachman 

stated that he would set a date soon.  

VILLAGE CLERK 

Trustees Carroll and Donley motioned to approve tax levy notice and publication dates. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Trustees Donley and Carroll motioned to approve Tri-County Mitigation plan update submission. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Clerk Carr-Bruce stated that Ameren Tree Trimming information was stated to be on the Village website. 

TRUSTEE REPORTS 

Trustee Donley scheduled a Public Safety committee meeting for Thursday, October 29, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. regarding COVID-

19 protocols.  

Trustee Leibach stated that he was at the Village Hall on Friday and he wanted to be sure to thank Joy and Michelle for 

wearing masks in the office.  

Trustee Carroll wished to pass along to Randy Sweeter that Franklin Hill residents were happy with the drainage ditch 

repairs. 

Trustee Zachman spoke of the upcoming tax levy and that COVID-19 numbers had been increasing. 



Trustees Zachman and Carroll motioned to approve the 2020 Tax Levy estimate of a $1,311,234.32. This represents a 
7.749% increase over the previous year. 
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

Trustees Carroll and Zachman motioned to approve a closed session pursuant to 2 (c) 2 of the Open Meetings act to discuss 
collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations 
concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees.  
Ayes: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, and Zachman. 
Nays: None.               Motion passed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Parks and Recs committee member Derek Roemer reviewed the Holiday Party and Alpha Park Tree Walk event that will 

take place Saturday, November 28, 2020 from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The tree lighting ceremony will start at 5:30 p.m. This 

party will have selfies with Santa & Mrs. Clause and free food in the clubhouse.  Free crafts and games for all ages, music, a 

stroll along the lit trees and a hayrack ride are also being offered. There will be maps of the festivities on the Bartonville.org 

website and at Alpha Park in a realtor stand.  

Derek noted that there are 28 trees remaining. There are fliers available at Village Hall and on the Village website. 

Trustee Donley reminded residents that the Halloween COVID-19 safety guidelines from PCHD and IDPH were located on 

the Village website.  

Meeting was moved to executive session at 6:27 p.m.  

Meeting was moved to regular session at 7:25 p.m. with roll call. 

Present: Trustees Donley, Leibach, Carroll, Zachman, Mayor Ricca, Joy Morris, Michelle Carr-Bruce, and Attorney Chris 
Jump.  
Absent: Trustees Hoopingarner and Trustee Lawless.            Quorum present.  

Chief Kerrn stressed that getting quality laterals was a difficult task and that two officers were needed immediately, one for 
the street and one for the school resource officer.  

Chief Kerrn stated to be fully staffed that he would need two for the streets and one for the SRO position. A full-time 
detective is also needed. Chief Kerrn stated that Officer Miller is the interim detective and he has had 38 hours of overtime 
as of late and he is burnt out.  

Trustee Zachman questioned if it was possible to use the Illinois State Police for detective cases. Chief Kerrn stated that the 
State wouldn’t handle items unless it’s almost a murder. 

Mayor Ricca will review the MOU and grievances filed by the union.  

It was stated that there will be an executive session to the Public Safety committee meeting on October 29, 2020. 

It was stated that one officer is leaving the 1st of December, but there has been no formal notice given. Trustee Carroll 
stated that if any officer quits we will replace them and stressed that all had been agreement previously that there would 
be one position that wasn’t filled.  

Trustee Carroll stated that a Civil Service list would alleviate some of these issues and requested an update regarding the 
where the Village was in this process currently. Mayor Ricca stated that he had interviewed three or four.  



The request for a motion to approve the hiring of two lateral hire full-time police officers died on the floor for lack of a 

motion.  

Trustee Zachman set a Finance/Insurance committee meeting for 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 5, 2020. The tax levy 

ordinance and the review of insurance quotes will be on the agenda.  

 

With no other public comment and no new business being brought before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:36 

p.m. 

Michelle Carr-Bruce, Village Clerk 

 


